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2o8 THE CLASSICAL JOURNAL 

the reason why she does not fall in love with Odyssetis. The erotic motif is not 
one which the early epic poet could employ. He may have appreciated its pos- 
sibilities, but it was contrary to the conventions of his art. With ApoUonius 
the case would have been very different. 

As a literary critic Mr. Fowler is often superficial, as, for example, in hb 
treatment of Exiripides. He has utterly failed to give an adequate idea of the 
earnestness with which that great thinker attacked problems of human and 
divine morality and responsibility. 

Perhaps the faults of this history of literature are partly due to the fact that 

the writer has not confined himself to one definite circumscribed task. His 

textbook is intended both for secondary schools and for colleges, but these are 

two entirely different fields, each of which demands its own method of treatment. 

Furthermore, he has endeavored to interest the general reader. The result is 

neither fish, flesh, nor fowl. The statement made in the preface that the book 

contains little or nothing which should not be familiar to every educated person, 

is somewhat too strong. There are many cultured people who would cheerfully 

deny all knowledge of Xenodamus of Cythera, Xenocritus of Locri, and the 

iambic poet Ananius, not to mention many others whose names occur. 

W. L. Westermann 
University of Missouri 



Thesaurus linguae Latinae epigraphicae. By George N. Olcott. 
Rome: Loescher & Co., 1904-5. Vol. I: Fascicles 1-4 (A- 
Adipiscor). $0.50 per fascicle. 

The essential qualities in a thesaurus are completeness, accuracy, and skill 
in arrangement. These demands are admirably met in Olcott's work. It 
takes into accoimt the 200,000 or more inscriptions which have been published 
in the Corpus Inscriptionum Latifiarum and in the separate collections of Christian 
inscriptions. The references tested were correct; the arrangement of the ma- 
terial is lo^cal; the paragraphing helpful, and the choice of types well made. 
Most of the lexicographical articles fall in one of three groups: (a) those in 
which the information is mainly epigraphical; the article on abnepos is a case 
in point; (6) those articles in which the meaning or use of the word in different 
phrases is the essential point of interest; and (c) articles, like that on accipio, 
in which both epigraphical and lexical material is important. Long paragraphs 
deaUng with words of the third group are preceded by a convenient "synopsis 
of arrangement." The work covers entirely different groimd from that occupied 
by de Ruggiero's Dizionario, and will be very useful, not only to the epigraphist, 
but also to the general student of the Latin language and style, and to the student 
of popular and dialectal Latin. 

Frank Frost Abbott 

Universitv of Chicago 



